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Be- kindly: affetioned one.. to. another 
with Brotherly love. 
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" Hoever: calts his eye upon the 
-. viſible World, with an inten- 
. tion to. make-any Remarks 
thereupon, will ac. firſt fi ight 
diſcover, that an [univerſal Benevolence in- 
ſpirics the - whole of - it: foraſmuch as- all its 
parts are fo ordered, as tg be mutually bene- 


ticial to one another. By the things which 


are” within our view , we ſee a Power SH 


Wiſdom, and- Goodneſs, whereof we can dif. 


cover :no Bounds ; and. hence we raiſe our 
Thoughts to the Contemplation of a Deity, 


byza joint Idea of Supreme Power, Wiſdom, | 


and Goodneſs, But: that which: every. day's 
experience. does it a:more particular manner 
convince. us of, is, | that all things conſpire to- 


ts B gether 


road ein "__ 


42) 


gether fox the uſe of humane kind ; as if che 

rand deſign of the Creation were to render 
the World beneficial to Man, not only by 
yielding to us the Means which are neceſſary 
ro ſupport our Beings, but likewiſe affording 


us inſtruction in what manner we ſhould 


demean our ſelves to each other, by a con- . 
ſtant indlination to -be. mutually. aſſiſtant to 
one another, as fl things conſpire together 
to be ſerviceable to tis. I would not be fo 
underſtood, as if the whole Creation of God 
were defigned for no other purpoſe befides 
its uſefulneſs to Mankind, who dwell upon 


this Earth. This conſideration ſeems too 
narrow to comprize the deſtgn of a Deity 
in the contrivance of the Univyerſc ; and the 
valt Syſtems of Nature | contained- therein 
may be ſerviceable ro each ether beyond our 
Imagination. Yetin all things which do come 
ro our Knowledge, we perceive a fitneſs 
and fuitableneſs to. our own benefit, though 
it may not be excluſive of other ends. And 
- God having made- Mankind in fuch 2 man- 
' ner, as that they ſtand. in'need of each others 
| help; and likewiſe f0'as' ro be polſes'd of 
thoſe abilities which axe ſuited to the __ 
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of one another, has thereby, as-well as by the 
diſpoſition of the Univerſe, admoniſhed- us 
(as dot the Text) to be kindly affectioned to one 
another with bratherly love. 


The duty recommended to us in the Text, 
is Kindneſs to one another, which needs not 
explication (but only practice) nature having 
lufhiciently explain'd it to every man's capaciry ; 
there being no man in the uſe of his reaſon, 
but knows when he is uſed: kindly, and when 
unkindly treated. And he who. knows what 
It is to receive a kindneſs, cannot - be. igno- 
rant what it is to do one. A courteſte recei- 


ved 1s the ſame with a kindneſs done. 


Having therefore no occaſion to explain, 
I ſhall make-it my preſent buſineſs to ſer forth 
the obligation which God has laid us under, 
in order to the practice of this great duty both 
from the Syſtems of Nacure and Scripcure. 


2. The Law of Nature is the Will of God, 
as it ts made evident to us by all chat appears 
in the World. - *Tis'Things, not. Words, which 
teveal' his Will (by the way of Nature) ſo 
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(4) 
far as it concerns our - duty. . Thus, as the 
Heavens which declare the glory of God, do even 
thereby enjoyn usa reverence for the Deity. So 
both Heavens and Earth declaring the love of 
God by adminiſtring conſtant Supplies of Joy 
and Comfort ' to us, enjoyn us'to be kindly af- 
 feftioned to one another. 


If we-confider Man in the ſtate of natural 
Life, we ſhall find all men to be fellow-mem: 
bers of one Body: and as the eye cannot ſay 
to the hand, .Thave no need of thee; nor again, the 
: bead to the feet, 1 have no ned of you, as Sr. 
Paul reafons,\ 1 Cor. 12.21. So no man 
can aſſure himſelf that he has no need of ei- 
ther this or that other man. From-the varie- 
"xy which is in humane life, one may reaſona- 
bly conclude, thar there is not. any man to 
whom he is known, bur: in a few years may 
have it.in his power to. -do him - ſome confide- 
rable benefic or injury. *T'would make a 
large Colletion from Hiſtory, to lay toge- 
ther the Inſtances in which - the. Beaſts are re- 
ported to have. been in an extraordinary man- 
nerbenchicial-co men: 1ying: under ſevere:'Exi- 
gencies. /Bur the uſcſulnels of Maii toMin: fills. 
the 
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theVolume of humaneNature, which paſſesthro' 
all Ages, and is too great for Hiſtory. Where 
mutual Wants and mutual Supplies appear art 
the ſame time together, the Will of God is 
thereby declared, that they ought to be join- 
ed together, For no man can doubt, bur 
what 1s fit to be done ſhould be done. And 
this conſideration the old Stoic Philoſophers 
took for the foundation of all Moral Virtue, 
which they ftileS in -their uſual Diſcourſes, 
0 Tqinov, T0 K99me The thing which ts fit to be 
done. And hereby it appears, that although 
Moral Virtues do not admit of the ſame man- 
ner of Demonſtration with Mathematical 
Concluſions; yer Moral Duties admit of De- 
monſtrations as &Elear and undoubted as the 
other. If I plainly diſcover the wants of my - 
fellow-creature, and my own abilities to ſpare 
him relief, the duty of the Text is demonſtra- 
fed, . viz, that I ought to be kindly affectio- 
ned' to him. Here's a wounded man, and 
here's a ſpare Plaiſter, at, hand ficted for the 
Wound, can any man doubt whether it ſhould 
be laid to it? And if -men do not a& accor- 
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' ding to this plain Law of. Nature, 'tis: nor 


becauſe they have any. doubt or diſſatisfaction 
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concerning their duty; but being free Agents 
(without which freedom they could noc be 
virtuous ) a Moral Demonſtration. cannot 
conſtrain them to aftion. - Burt if the greater 
part of Mankind, with whom we- converſe, 
do net perform the Obligations of Nature 
in. the duty of ſhewing kindneſs.co others, that 
very Obſervation is another Demonſtration to 
us, that we ſhould double our diligence -in 
doing all the good we can, to ſupply the de- 
fects which we ſee -in others; as in the hu- 
mane body it ſometimes happens, that fome 
of the ſenſes make good the Deficiency. of 6- 


thers. | | 


It may not be beſide the matter in hand 
to obſerve, that although Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments are proper motives to diſcourage 
vice, and ftir-us up to virtuous ations ; yer 
neither the one nor the other are any Moral 
Demonſtrations - of what we ought ro do in 
this caſe. For my duty: of Kindneſs "to ano- 
ther does not ariſe either from Hopes or Fears, 
but merely form my - Conſciouſneſs of ano- 
ther man's Wants in conjunRion with my own 

Abilities to relieve him. ' If my Kindneſs to 
ang- 
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another ariſes merely from Hopes 'of Reward, 
'tis Mercenary; if from Fear, ' *tis Cowardice; 
if it ariſes from the conſideration of the caſe 
a5 ir lies before me, and moves me to pity, 


tis virtuous Compaſlion and Charity, *cis 
kind Aﬀection. | | 


- For from the Stile of the Text *cis plain, 
that the virtue. of. Charicy which comprehends 
all our duty to one another, is founded in 
our inward Aﬀections towards one another. 
And generally Men are eſteemed good or ill, 
as they ſtand affefted to one another. It *tis 
by Chance and not Choite that I do many 
ood turns to another, I have not thereby 
gained the right of being ſtiled a good Man. 
Buc I am therefore a good Man, becauſe my 
Afﬀections are conſtantly ſer upon doing good 
Othces. If a man be inclined ro do good' 
curns to another from the motive of advan- 
tage to himlelf, this remper of Mind cannot 
be calied good Nature amongſt Men, much 
les can'it be thought a virtue amongſt Chri- 
- ſtians. _ But here I except the advantage 
of: confirming a habic of virtue by every 
good ation we perform. "Tis no Dero- 
| gation 


(8) 
gation from my Virtue, that I defire to be 
made more perfe& in it: as tis no diminu- 
tion to my kind Aﬀection towards others .to 
deſire « that ir may receive a daily in- 
creale. | 


And hereupon it is, that the great Reward 
which the Chriſtian hopes for, does not di- 
miniſh ought from the virtuous a&tions which 
he performs in expectation thereof, becauſe 
the Chriſtian's Heaven (when duly confide- 
red) is nothing more than that Happineſs 
which ariſes from Virtue in its higheſt Perfe- 


cion. And indeed every Man is ſenſible in 
this life, that as his vertuous AﬀeRions increaſe 
in him, ſo does the pleaſure he enjoys in re- 
fleting upon what he has done; and ſo does 
his Reſolution to perſevere in well-doing in- 
creaſe, And as. it is no unbecoming -motive 
_ toproceed in doing good Officesto others -up- 
- _ on the proſpect of increaſing our kind Aﬀe- 
tion towards others, or advancing the plea- 
ſure of being conſcious thereof; _ ſo the. pro- 
ipe& of Heaven, which is an- eternal confir- 
mation of all good Aﬀe@ions in conjuncti- 
on with the higheſt Delight and SatisfaQtion 
| F2. there. 
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therein, does not give the tinfure of Merce. 
nary to any Chriſtian Virtue which ariles 
from thence. This is no more than' to love 
Virtue for its own ſake. For as he who loves 
Money for its own fake, ſhews thac ſordid 
Aﬀection by a coaltant endeavour to improve 
all opportunities which ſerve him to add more 
ſlumms to his heap; ſo he who loves Virtue 
for its own ſake, diſcovers that landable 
diſpoſition of Mind, by taking all advan- 
rages of doing 000d, whereby he encreales 
the ſtock of his Vinue. He who gives all d:- 
ligence to add * to: bis Faith, Virtue ; and to Vir- 
tue, Knowledge 5 and to Knowledge, Temptrance; 
and to Temperance, Patience ; and to Patience, 
Godlineſs ; and to Godlineſs, Brotherly Kmaneſs ; 
and to Brotherly Kindneſs, an univerſal Charity, 
or Love toall Mankind, does hereby make it 
out, that he is a Lover of every thing thart is 
good for Goodnels-ſake. That which makes 
2 mans purſuit -afrer Virtue baſe and merce- 
nary, is when the Reward propoſed is of any 
other ſort and kind than Virtue it ſelf. To do 
good curns to others for my own private gain, 
45:not. to be kindly affeion'd to others, 
but” a delire. of gain - to my lelf. To do 
G good 


( r0') 
cood Offices for others out of deſire to pain 
the praiſe of Men, is Pharifaical Pride and 
Hypocriſie : but to be always pleaſed with an 
Cpporcunity and Ability of doing good to an- 
ocher, 1s to be kindly affetioned, which is to 
do good for Goodneſs-{ake, to: love Virtue for 


Vircue's ſake. 


Now as the Syſtem of Nature points 
forth to us the occaſions and reaſons of exer- 
ciſing this Virtue ; ſo ic fers forth to us the 
Extent of our Duty. Be kindly affectioned 
to one another, that is, according to the Sy- 


ftem of Nature, to all Men as Men. He is 
not a good Man, who is not a lover of Man- 
kind : for by the ſame manner as we diſcover 
that other things are made for us, we allo- 
know, that we are made for one another; 
by the ſame reaſon by which I know that 
Graſs was made for the Horſe to eat, and char 
the Horſe was made for man to ride; ſo doT 
diſcover, that the ſtrong was made to protect 
the weak, that the wiſe was made to adviſe 
the fooliſh, and that Men are made rich to 
ſupply the Wants of the Needy. And this 
lalt Notion accounts for the Jewiſh Stile, in 

Ne wi es which. 
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which Language, Alms are called Righteouſneſs, 
as Prov. 10. 2. The treaſures of wickedneſs profit 
nothing, but righteouſneſs delivers from death. 
According whereunto, Daniel adviſed Neb#- 
chadnezzar, to break off his fins by righteouſ- 
neſs, and bis iniquities by ſhewing mercy to the poor, 
Dan. 4- 27, So in the x12. P/al. y. 9. 
He has diſperſed, he has given to the poor, his 
righteouſneſs endureth for ever ; t. e. his Boun- 
ty ſhall procure him God's Bleſſing for ever, 
Agreeable hereunto, Mr. . Gregory, a very 
learned Critic informs us,” that © whereas in 
Mat. 6.-2. our preſent Copies read, Tiegoert 
T1 An ugourm vugaw, 8&c, Do not your Alms be- 
| fore 'men, &c. (he fays) very ancient Copies 
have -it, ' Dlegorzenr + inggrootrw, Bcc, Take heed 
that you do 'not your righteonſneſs before men. 
Hence the poor man's box by the Jews was 
called the box of righteouſneſs ; and the Au- 
thor of the Book of Tobit, repeating the fore- 
cited” Yerle of Solomon, lays, Aims deliver from 
death. Nay the Mammon of unrighteouſneſs 
mn 'our Saviour's fenſe, is Charity. with-held 
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According to the Syſtemof Nature, F have 
a right to. the good Aﬀ:Rion of all Man. 
| kind ; and every man ele has the fame righe 
with me. | Foraſmuch as every man's wants 
. do in ſuitable proportion entitle him to the 
aſliftance of every other man's Abilicies, as op- 
portunity ſhall. ſerve... | 


Beſides, this duty of kind Aﬀection is at- 
tach'd to all the Offices of humane life, where: 
in we have any dealing with one another ; ic 
ought to. rule in all aur intercourles.' And 
by comparing his a&ion with. this rule, any 
one. may. know, whether he be an honeſt 
man or hot. . He-who has areſpect;to: the be- 
nefit of others, at leaſt 2s much-as to his own 
profir, may know himſelf co. be an honeſt man 
in all bis dealings wich the world, - For accor: 
ding to this rule I am obliged as much to af- 
Gt the Buyer, as to endeavour, my own. gain 
by che bargain. So-+ that no-/ advantage! can 
be drawn from any man's Ignorance ; and a 
Child may deal-with an, honef, Tradelanan, 
as well as one of years.and knowledge: Thus 

tis in all Profeſſions, as thoſe of Phy fick and 
Law ; the honeſt Defor has his Mind chicf- 


ty 
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by bent: upon reſtoring his Patient's health, the 
|: honeſt Lawyer is more intent upon his Client's 
Caule, than upon; the Fees which he expects 
to-- receive: And. the' honeſt--Parlon has a 
greater regard to the Flock than the Fleece. 
Thus if we conſider Mankind in a ſtate of 
'Nattire, - chey: are-far/from being in adtate_ of 
War, but, are; engaged 'in kind Aﬀection and 
Compaſſion. to do' ſervice to one another. 

If, we, proceed to\ conſider; men as they are 
joyn'd' rogether--in-;civil Societies, - under. the 
Government of Soyereign-er Inferiour Powers, 
the duty of kind affeQtion. ſtill does oblige the 
Superious to; the Jnferiour, and; lo-backwards. 
Ang; this mural Obligation -ariſes; frana: the 
munual.,neceſlicies; and; advantages by 'which- 
both. Superiouss and Inferiours ſtand: related to 
-onc;another. - 'Fis manifeſt, thar the. King 
=Aumſelf is ſerved by: the: Plow, as well; as that 
the, Plow-man is proteced-by.the King;: bur 
the King's;obligation. to-che Plow-man,. in, this 
.caſe;ftands only. upon the. faor .of natural ne- 
.cellity,, The dehigy 9&1 Civil; Government 
is murual Defence, ad. Proceion'; \in, which 
i appears, that the duty of kind Aﬀection ob- 
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liges both Rulers and People : and as the 


Rulers are above the People in their Places 
and Starions,' ſo their -dury- of being kindly 
aftectioned to their Subjects, is 1n Nature pre- 


 cedent to the Obligation their Subjects bear 


towards them. For a people intaiſing any -one 
Man to the Sovercign' Adminiſtration "of the 
Laws, have thereby obliged che King to ad for 
their bchoof chiefly, And the Allegiance which 
they bear to their King is in order of Nature 
ſubſcqueri hereunto. We have no/reaſon to 
honour or reſpe& him' in any-wile, but be- 
cauſe he' governs us for our behoof. And as 
the natural Abilities which any-man has ob- 
rain'd, lay can-obligation-upotthim ro/improve 
them'for the 506d0of all 'mexi#''f6 the! Politi- 
ral Abilities which conſfilt chiefly in legal Pow- 


er and Pre-emmence- confer d on- him- by the 


e en-. 
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So that hereby, every Magiſtrate may know- 
| if he difchargeth the duty of the Text in the 
execution of his Political FuaCtion, viz, if his 
inclination: be to ſhew kindneſs ro his people, 
at leaſt, as much as-to:- receive benefit from: 
them, 'Tis this Aﬀection from whence Da- 
vid took occaſion . ro ſtile Sovereign Princes 
by the name of Gods, and che contrary Aﬀe- 
ction gave Solomon a realon- to: compare 0- 
thers.to- Lions and Bears, Prov. 28, 15. 4s a 
roaring. Lion and 4. ranging Bear, ſo is a wicked: 
ruler over the poor people, And on the otner hand, 
the peoples duty ro a good Prince, is buc 
Retaliation of the ſame kind Aﬀection:he ſhews. 
to them, 


_- Hitherto ] have endeavoured to recommend' 
the Virtue fer forth in: the Text from the  Sy- 
tem of Nature, caking into it the reaſon of- 
- Civil Societies, which are grounded upon nas 
tural Foundations. The furmm-. of what has. 
been ſaid, is, if we conſider Mankiad in. its: 
own: natural Conſtitution, or as it is united 
iato Civil Societies,.. the great defiga both of: 
' the Natural and- Civil State of men is 'to per- 
forms 
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form the daty of che Text, to be kindly affeQio- 
wed one to-- another with Brotherly love. © Pwill 
conclude this head with an uſual ſaying of a 
Reverend Divine of this City, Dr. Whitchcot, 
viz. Knowledge and Wiſdom in the Mind are Good- 
neſs in the Will and- Choice. © He who knows 
whar-is the condition of Man, will know what 
good ule he ought to make of ir. 


2, I;procced now to-ſet forth-our'Obliga- 
tions to. mutual Kindneſs from the Syſtem of 
holy Scripture. And if both Teſtaments con- 
(pire rogerher chiefly in ferring forth: the. infi- 
nice love of God to the! whole Wortd in'-con- 
triving. afd performing the R- deroprion of 
Man by Jeſus Chriſt; and if the Goſpels be 
chiefly an Hiſtory of cheſe labour; of love which 
our Saviour Jeſus Chrift- moſt willingly un- 
dertook, ' conſtantly underwent both in Life 
and Death, and at laſt joyfully accompliſhed 
in his ReſurreQion: Muſt we notfrom hence 
conclude with Sr, Jobn's: hclt Epiſtle,” ch. 4-v; 
41. Beloved, -if God” ſo loved” us, -we otight alſo 
t0 love one «another? And ought we not to 
hearken to; Se. Paw, | Eph. g. 1,-2. Be ye there- 
is ler: bf: God as = Children, and walk in - 

love, 


1 8 (17) | 

| love as Chriſt alſo bath loved us, and hath given 

* himſelf for us, an offering and a ſacrifice to: God, 
for a. ſweet ſmelling ſavour. 

| h 

Add to this the wonderfull chings which in 

the Holy Scriptures are ſpoken of Charity, as, 


Firſt, The Covering of Sins, 1 Pet. 4. 8. 
Above all things, have fervent Charity among your 
ſelves : for Charity ſhall cover a multitude of Sins. 
Here a lex talionis is executed with rigour of 
kindneſs, for as Charity teaches us to cover 
the faulrs of one another, ſo it procures of 
God a covering for our own fins; and ble/- 
ſed is the man whoſe ſins are covered, Plal. 3 2. 1. 

"This blefling is afſur'd by Chriſt in the plain- 

_ eſt words to Charity, Mat. 6. 14. If ye for- 
' give men their treſſpaſſes, your heavenly Father 
' will alſo forgive you. 


Secondly, *'Tis tiled the fulfilling of the Law, 
Rom. 13. 10. All Laws, both Divine and 
Humane, aim at this great end, viz, That 
Mankind may live well one with another ; 
| which js brought. to paſs, by obſerving the 

wh | D _; 


(3) 
duty of the Text, in being kindly affef&ioned to one 
another with brotherly love. 


Thirdly, *Tis called the life of Faith, 7am, 
- 2. 26, As the Body without the Spirit is dead, 

fo Faith without Works is dead alſo. A Believer, 
without good Aﬀections, is a dead Chriſtian, 
a Chriſtian good for: nothing. TEE 


Fourthly, To this Virtue are annexed the 
Bleſſings of this life, Prov.-2 2. 9. - He that hath 
« bountiful eye ſhall be blefſed. Which BI 
are more fully ſer forth by David, Pal. 4t. 
1, 2. Bleſſed is he who conſiders the Poor, the Lord 
will deliver him in tame of trouble ; the Lord will 
preſerve him, and keep him alive ;- and: he fhall be 
bleſſed upon the earth, and thow wilt not deliver 
him into the will of his enemies. KT 


Sixthly, Hereunto are alſo annexed the Re- 
wards of chat" life whitch-is to* come; ''mthe 
great day, when Jefus Chriſt fhall - judge the 
world, every mats cauſe:wilt come-to an i{- 


ſue and -final-' determination ufion: the pre 
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Mat.-2&- 34, &c. Then ſhall the King ſay unto 
them of his right hand, Come ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
| the foundation of the world. For I was an bun- 
gred, and ye gave me meat ; 1 was thirſty, and ye 
gave me drink ; I was a ſtranger, and ye took me 
in ; naked, and ye cloathed me; I was fuck, and 
ye viſued me ; Iwasm priſon, and ye camg unto me. 
And how highly the performance of F- ch good 
offices to our Brethren is approved by Teſas 
.Ehrift, the following words declare, Verily, - 
(pays he) in as much as ye have done it to one of 

e leaſt of theſe my. Brethren, ye have done it to 
me, V.40- The kindneſs which is ſhewn to 
the Flock muſt needs be well received by the 
Shepherd :.ſo the Head partakes of che benefit 
. which any Member ofche Body receives; and 
the Vine cannot but be concern'd in the well 
or r ill ulage of the Branches, 


, Seventhly, Tis this kind Aﬀection whereby 
we can come to the neareſt conformity to the 
example of our great and good 'Maſter, who 
was eyes to) the blind, feer to: the lame, life | 
to: the dead 3; who was'bor-for-us, liv'd and 
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dy'd forus, aroſe again for us, andſtill liv- 
eth to intercede at the right hand of the Father 
for us. . | 


Eighthly, * Tis the mark by which we diſcern 
whether we have paſſed from a ftate of death 
to a ſtate of life, 1 Joh. 3. 14- We know that 
we have heed from death to life, becauſe we love 
the brethren ; he that loveth not his brother abi- 
deth in death. Like a dead body which has 
.loſt the uſe of its ſenſes, fo is he, who for want 
of kind Aﬀection does not fee the opportuni- 
ties of exerciſing brotherly Love, which God's 
good Providence frequently preſents to him, 
whoſe cars do not hear the complaints of the 
poor and diſtreſſed, who has no fellow-feeling 
of his Brother's infirmities or miferies, and 
muſt therefore be without that delightful re- 
Jiſh which - every good man taſts in the ſelE 
conſciouſneſs and feeling of his own vir- 
cue. . 


Ninth, "Tis the mark whereby we dib 
cern, if we. bare any . love to God or nor, 
1 Job. 4. 16. God is love, and be that dwelleth 


ny 
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n love, - dwelleth in God, and God in him, And 
»V. 20. he teacheth thus, Tf a man ſay, T love 
God and hateth his Brother, he is a liar : for he 
that loveth not his Brother, whom he hath ſeen, how 


' Can he love God, whom he bath not ſeen? The 


Apoſtle putting the ſtreſs of his Argument up- 
on theſe words, His Brother whom he hath ſeen, 
ſuggeſts to us, that there are ſome ſort of Argu- 
ments, which move us to the love ff our Bro- 
ther, which cannot be applied to induce us to 
the love of God; and ſuch are all the mo- 
_ tives to Charity, which are obvious to our eyes 
. or indeed any of our ſenſes ; but who hath 
, ſeen God ar any time? And who by the eye 
of reaſon or light of holy Scripture, can dif- 
.cern any thing in his cternal ſtate of incompre- 
henſible perfetions, and infinice happineſs, 
that may move us to Pity and - Compaſſion ? 
Bur we have ſeen our Brother naked, we 
have heard his Complaints: Hunger, and 
Thirft, and Diſgrace, and Pain in . our Bro- 
ther is the ſame with what we feel in our 
ſelves. And if the melancholy Scene of our 
| Brother's miferies in a lively manner reprefen- 
| ted to our outward Senſes, cannot — 


(22) 

thoſe inlets of che Soul reach. our Hearts, and 
touch us with a compaſſionate reſemment of 
his Calamity ; what pretence have we even 
to: life it ſelf 2 Much leſs to love the farſt be- 
gotten of life ; for whoſe ſake life it ſelf was 
beſtowed upon the duſt of the earth, when. it 
was quickned with humane Soul. 


Tenthlys What ſhall I fay! Wonderfull are 
the Prailes which are given to this great Virtue 
through the whole Book of God : But what can 
be greater than theſe two Encomiums, with 


which I ſhall conclude ? 


: "Tis efteem'd to be the body of Religi- 
ON, w > lays St. John, 13. 35- By this ſhall all 
men, know that ye are my diſciples,. if ye have love 

| one for anther. And Ithis was the: body of: Di- 
vinity which St. John preached!; as appears by 
his. EpiſHes which are ſpirited with.the duty of 

kind  fetion, And will further be manife- 

Red, from. a: relation-which Sc; Aierom makes 

concerning St. Jobr's laſt diſcharge: . of his E- 

ical: Ofhee ;, for being; very old and- in- 
frm, and unable: to. preach to: his: Congrega- 


tion 
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tion' at Epheſus as he was wont, he would yet 
be'led conſtantly to them, although he had 
not ſtrength to ſay any more'words, than Lit- 
tle: Children love one another. And when his Au- 
ditors, weatied 'with the conſtant repetition of 
the ſame thing, asked him, Why he always 
ſpake the ſame; he anſwered, becauſe it was 
the command of our Lord, and that it they 
did nothing elle, this alone was enough. 


2. Andas it is efteem'd the body of Chri- 
ſtian Religion, ſo 'tis reckon'd as the top of 
all Chriſtian Virtues, as St. Pant teaches, x Cor. 
13-1,2,3. Though T ſpeak with the tongues of Men, 
. and of Angels, and have not Charity, IT am become 
as.4 founding braſs and as a tinkling cymbal. And 
though T have the gift of Prophecy, and underſtand 
all myſteries, and dll knowledge ; 'and though T have 
all faith, ſo that T could remove mountains, and 
have no Charity, 1 am nothing. And though I be- 
ftow all my goods te feed the poor , and though 1 
give my body to be burned, and have not Charity, 


i profiteth me nothing. 
F inally, 
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